


BRAZILIAN 


OF THE MINISTRY OF LABOR, INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE OF ——" LIBRARY OF THE 


551 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 









AUG 25 1948 


VoL. V AUGUST 1, 1948 No. 111 





___—__—— 


LLINeIS —— - —— 





UNIVERSITY, OF 7 


BASIS FOR FIRMER BRAZIL-U.S. TRADE SEEN IN NEW TARIFFS 


Ratification of Agreements Saves Dollars for U. S. Traders 


Tariff concessions and modifications affecting 
trade between the United States and Brazil went 
into effect August 1, following ratification last 
month by Brazil of agreements worked out at 
Geneva and Havana and the action of U. S. Presi- 
dent Harry S. Truman ordering U. S. concessions 
into effect. 

Concessions made will be of value to both importers 
and exporters and are expected to provide a basis for 
firmer trade between the two countries in goods of 
mutual value as soon as problems of dollar exchange 
can be settled. 


Many Concessions 


In the general agreement Brazil granted concessions 
on articles of main interest to U. S. exporters repre- 
senting more than 30,500,000 dollars in terms of 1938 
imports from the United States, which was about one- 
half of Brazil’s imports from the U.S. that year. If the 
same ratio holds for present trade, the amount con- 
cerned would be roughly 325,000,000 dollars on the 






basis of 1947 trade figures. 
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Brazilian concessions of all kinds covered 77 tariff 
items amounting to about 300 separate sub-classifica- 
tions, while U. S. major concessions were about 25, 
although many other Brazilian articles were bound on 
the U.S. duty-free list. 

U. S. duty reductions of 50 percent went into 
effect on imports of Brazilian castor-oil, pepper- 
mint-oil from mentha arvensis, rock crystal manu- 
factures, manganese ore, various rough lumbers, 
Brazil nuts, cocoa butter, feather flowers, semi- 
precious stones except turquoise, and some vege- 
table fibers. 

A 50-percent U.S. reduction on one of the taxes was 
made on some products subject to compound duty 
rates or import-excise taxes, with the other usually 
remaining at the old rate or reduced less than 50 per- 
cent. Among such products were animal glues under 
40 cents a pound, unmanufactured mica over 15 cents 
a pound and various processed lumbers. 


Caffeine Duty Lowered 


Duty reductions in varying amounts under 50 per- 
cent of the previous rate went into effect on Brazilian 
‘affeine, caffeine citrate and other compounds, theo- 
bromine, natural menthol, dried bananas, and reptile 
and shark leathers not for shoes. 

Bound on the U. S. free-list as a result of the 
agreements were imports from Brazil of pyrethrum 
flowers, crude matte, crude ipecac, unmanufac- 
tured Brazilian pebble, cocoa beans and shells, 
coffee, various gums and resins, raw ocelot furs, 
balata rubber, rutile, beryl ore, tantalum ore, zir- 
conium ores, ouricuri and murmuru kernels, ba- 
basst nuts, kernels and oil, oiticica oil, various nut 
oils, raw reptile skins, deerskins and some other 
hides and skins, tapioca and tapioca flour, cassava 
(manioc), carnaiba wax, raw beeswax, ouricuri 
wax, lignaloe and logs of various “‘cabinet woods” 
except balsa. 

Entry of U.S. products into Brazil under the agree- 
ments will be subject to new tariff rates in some cases, 
as Brazil was authorized at Geneva to increase tariffs 
by 40 percent to offset declines in currency values since 
the tariff rates were originally set. 


(Over 
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ITEMS 
Arsenic Output Up 


Brazil produced 1,001 tons of arsenic last year, 
according to figures of the Production Statistics 
section of the Ministry of Agriculture. They were 
valued at 4,274,000 cruzeiros. Arsenic is found in 
various compounds in Minas Gerais. Main produc- 
ers are the St. John del Rey Mining Co., a British 
gold-mining firm, and Minas da Passagem. 


* * * 


Sugar for Uruguay 
Purchased by the Bank of the Republic of Uruguay, 
110,000 sacks of sugar were shipped from Recife re- 
cently for Montevideo aboard the “Comandante 
Capela” of the Loide Brasileiro Line. The ship will 
bring back a cargo of wheat flour from Uruguay. 


* * * 


More Prospectors 
Brazil last year issued 322 new prospectors’ licenses 
and renewed 135. This compared with a total of 50 
such licenses granted in 1943 and indicated increasing 
interest in Brazil in mining and mineral deposits, in- 
cluding oil. 


* 7: * 


French Bank in Sao Paulo 

The French banking house, “Crédit Lyonnais,” 
has established a branch in Sao Paulo called 
“Banco Francés e Brasileiro.” Financiers of France 
and Sao Paulo attended the inauguration last June 
17. 

* * * 
. 
May Buy Leopoldina 

Brazil’s Transport Ministry has named a special 
committee to study possibilities of purchasing on be- 
half of the Brazilian government the Leopoldina Rail- 
way, the longest British-owned line in Brazil. 


* * * 


Railways Get Subsidy 
A yearly subsidy to Brazilian railways of 145 
million cruzeiros for buying new equipment and 
lengthening lines will be included in Brazil’s 1949 
budget under a law approved by Congress. A pre- 
liminary credit of 125 million cruzeiros was also 
authorized to enable activities this year. 


* * * 


Budget Is Estimated 
Brazil’s 1949 budget has been estimated by Presi- 
dent Dutra as 17,451,150,000 cruzeiros income and 17,- 
$40,130,000 in expenditures. 


* * * 


"Instituto" Given Control 


Control of Bahia cocoa sales has been given to 
the “Instituto de Cacau da Bahia” by the Brazilian 
Federal Foreign Trade Council. 





OF GENERAL INTEREST 


ah 7 e 
Okay Immigration Credit 
Brazil’s Congress has authorized opening of special 
credits to cover expenses involved in proposed intensi- 
fication of immigration from Europe. 


* * * 


Exempted from Duties 


Machinery and accessories used in manufacture 
of fertilizers have been exempted from import 
duties by Brazil, as have products valuable in fight. 
ing malaria. (Produtos antimaliricos. ) 


* * * 


Smaller Tobacco Crop 


Brazil last year produced 102,000 tons of tobae- 
co, of which she exported 39,500 tons (metric), 
Exports last year were 53,843 tons. Crops were 
bigger in both 1946 and 1945. Exports last year, 
however, were the biggest in a decade except for 


1946. 


* * * 


Must Wait for Dollars 


The Bank of Brazil has instructed banking 
houses in Brazil that no applications for ex- 
change in a freely convertible currency will 
be delivered to selling banks until 45 days 
after approval. If banking houses liquidate 
such collections before that time, they will 
have to turn over three-fourths of their ex- 
change purchases to the Bank of Brazil. Trans- 
fer of collections to other banks are also 
forbidden. The move is intended to prevent 
any too immediate or too intense demand for 


exchange. 
* ” * 


Brazil ls Trade Power 


Brazil is the sixth most important trading nation in 
the world, according to data published recently by 
“O Estado de Sao Paulo”, well-known Sao Paulo 
journal. Ahead of Brazil are the U.S., Britain, Canada, 
France and Argentina, in that order. 


* * * 


Makes Own Drugs 
Brazil is now manufacturing a large part of its 
own drug supply, with 1,055 laboratories, nearly 
half in Sao Paulo. Before the war Brazil imported 
most of its drugs from Germany and France. Now 
most such imports come from the United States. 


* * * 


Third in lron Reserves 


In reserves of iron, Brazil is third in the world. The 
Soviet Union is first with reserves of 100,000 million 
tons, the U. S. next with 26,000 million, and Brazil 
third with 12,000 million tons. India is just behind 
Brazil with 11,000 million tons. 
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TRADE OPPORTUNITIES 


The Brazilian Government Trade Bureau has received the following inquiries from businessmen in Brazil, 
who desire to export or import the products listed below. These inquiries are published as received and 


_ no representation is made as to standings of listed firms. We suggest that the parties interested write 


directly to these firms, via airmail, as well as to this office, at 551 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 





Brazilian Firms Wanting to 





Export to the U. S. 








Hides and Skins (Goat and Lamb Skins, Cowhides, 
etc.)\—Oton Uchoa & Cia., Rua Presidente 
Joao Pess6a 82, Campina Grande, Paraiba, 
Brazil. Cable address: "JOAUCHOA." 


Cotton; Sisal Fibre; Castor Beans and Castor Oil; 
Vegetable Oils; Ucuuba Fat; Rice and Other 
Cereals — Amaury M. Albuquerque, Caixa 
Postal 1887, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Cable ad- 
dress: 'AMORY." 


Mica (type 5 and 6}—Lourdes dos Santos, Caixa 
Postal 62, Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais, Brazil. 


Castor Beans—|rmaos Peres, Rua Sao Bento 405, 
17° andar, sala 1723 AB, Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
Cable address: 'IPERLI." 


Babassé; Carnadba Wax; Tucum Nuts; Jaborandi 
Leaves—José de Castro Pacheco, Caixa Postal 
3, Parnaiba, Piaui, Brazil. 

Brazilian Heavy Woods (Logs)—VJosé Nalin & Cia., 
Rua do Comercio 416, Vitéria, Espirito Santo, 
Brazil. Cable address: ''NALIN." 


Araroba (plant from which Chrysarobine is ex- 
tracted)—Francisco Marotta, Caixa Postal 325, 
Salvador, Bahia, Brazil. Cable address: ''MA- 
ROTTA." 


Cocoa (Beans and Butter)—Goncalves Pereira & 
Cia., Caixa Postal 706, Belem, Paré, Brazil. 
Cable address: ''MANGONPERA." 


Shark Skins and Shark Liver OiI—B. Marinho & 
Cia., Caixa Postal 185, Belem, Par, Brazil. 
Cable address: ''ONIRAM." 

Vermiculite—F. F. Carvalho, Caixa Postal 445, 
Fortaleza, Cear&, Brazil. Cable address: ''MER- 
CA." 

Cocoa (Beans and Butter)—Oscar B. Tavares, Rua 


Araujo Porto Alegre 56 Sala 67, Rio de 


Janeiro, Brazil. 


Rubber; Cocoa Beans; Copaiba Oil; Guarana; 
Piassava Fibre; Hides and Skins; Plants; Medi- 


cinal Herbs — Herminio de Carvalho, Caixa 
Postal 175, Manaus, Amazonas, Brazil. Cable 
address: ''HERMICAR."’ 


Tanned Cowhides—Luis Melo Machado, Caixa 
Postal 4696, Sao Paulo, Brazil. Cable address: 
“MARTADO." 


Manioc Meal; Manioc Starch; Tapioca Pearl— 
Exportadora e Importadora Sobrasal Ltda., 
Rua Mexico 140, 3 andar Sala 301, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. Cable address: ''LASARBOS." 


Sisal Ropes—Sociedade Cordoaria Ltda., Caixa 
Postal 94, Campina Grande, Paraiba, Brazil. 
Cable address: '"CORDOARIA."' 


Corn; Tobacco in Leaves; Cereals; Carnadba 
Wax; Ouricuri Wax; Kapok; Sisal Fibre; Caroa 
Fibre; Castor Beans; Hides and Skins; Sugar; 
Manioc Meal and Manioc Products—Manuel 
Roqué Associates, 598 Madison Avenue, New 
York, N. Y. (This firm is the representative in 
U. S. for the Brazilian ‘Bolsa de Operacées 
Mercantis.’') 


Leather Manufactured Products; Football Shoes; 
"Natal"-Boots; Suitcases; Bags, etc.—Servulo 
Pereira, Caixa Postal 229, Natal, Rio Grande 
do Norte, Brazil. Cable address: ''BODDO." 





Brazilian Firms Wanting to 
Import from U. S. 











Tin Plates; Caustic Soda—Annibal Gouveia & 
Cia., Ltda., Caixa Postal 277, Recife, Pernam- 
buco, Brazil. Cable address: ''ALVEIA.'' 


Used Typewriters; Adding and Calculating Ma- 
chines; Sewing Machines; Photographic Cam- 
eras; Waterproof Paints for Wooden Houses— 
Luiz Melo Machado, Caixa Postal 4696, Sao 
Paulo; Brazil. Cable address: ""MARTADO." 


Condensing Units and Parts for Refrigeration 
Units including Copper Tubes — Companhia 
Panorbe de Intercambio, Caixa Postal 589, 
Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais, Brazil. Cable 


address: ''PANORBE."’ 
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Oil Imports Favored 


These increases will not affect any products whose 
tariff has already been adjusted, such as wool, nor will 
they affect petroleum and its derivatives. Moreover, 
the Brazilian government can at any time nullify tariff 
increases on products of essential interest to Brazil. 
Articles now exempt from duties will likewise not be 
affected. 

Even with these agreed-on increases, however, 
about 60 percent of dutiable U. S. exports to Brazil 
will be subject to duties of less than 10 percent ad 
valorem. Another one-sixth will be dutiable at from 
10 to 20 percent and only about one-tenth will pay 
duties as high as 20 to 30 percent ad valorem. 

Completely duty-free will be imports into Brazil of 
farm machinery and tools of most kinds, anthracite 
coal, penicillin, chemical fertilizers, fresh and dried 
fruit and books in ordinary bindings. 


Reductions Sizeable 


Brazilian concessions on other items, such as earth- 
moving equipment, amounted to 60 percent reductions, 
while reductions of 30 percent or more were made on 


powdered milk, unshelled walnuts, canned fruit, clee- 
trical apparatus, paraffin, steel safes and strong-boxes, 
coal-tar dyes, turpentine, dry batteries, transformers 
under 500 kilos and some steel auto-chassis parts. 
Reductions by Brazil of 10 to 25 percent were made 
on crepe, glassine, tissue paper, solder, instrument- 
board appliances, and cameras except box-types. 


Many Lesser Reductions 


A series of reductions under 10 percent was made on 
electrical apparatus for surgical, medical and dental 
use weighing up to ten kilos, and on bituminous coal, 
carbon rods, electrode blocks and radio tubes. 

Besides the concessions made directly to the 
United States, Brazil also made others to France, 
the United Kingdom and other industrial countries 
which will be of equal benefit to the United States 
under terms of the most-favored nation agreement. 

A printed list detailing the new tariffs was being dis- 
tributed this week to Brazilian customs. Copies are 
expected to be available shortly at the Brazilian Con- 
sulate in New York and at the Brazilian Government 
Trade Bureau. 


@ CORN OUTRANKS COFFEE AS MOST WIDELY PLANTED CROP IN BRAZIL 


Although coffee is Brazil’s biggest export crop, 
nearly twice as much acreage is normally planted to 
corn than to coffee, while nearly as much is planted to 
cotton. 
hectare is about two and a half 
acres), coffee plantations accounted for 2,437,029, 
for 2,384,377, and corn for 4,185,290, while 
1,490,000 hectares and rice on 


In hectares, (a 


cotton 
beans were sown on 
1,685,925 

In three of these five most common crops, Sao Paulo 
was the heaviest producer. Sao Paulo had 1,225,288 
hectares planted to cotton in 1947, 574,179 in rice, 
1,322,785 in coffee, 170,506 in beans and 876,808 hec- 
tares in corn. 


Minas Grows Most Corn 


Biggest corn-planting state, however, was Minas 
Gerais, with 911,502 hectares. Minas Gerais also grew 
more beans, planting 412,000 hectares to that crop in 
1947. This state was a close competitor of Sao Paulo 
in rice growing, with 448,241 hectares. 

The most localized crop grown in Brazil was cocoa, 
almost all of which was grown on 251,676 hectares in 
the state of Bahia, although smaller plantations are 
springing up in Para, Espirito Santo and Amazonas. 

The most widely grown crops were sugar cane. 
beans, sweet potatoes, rice, pineapples, tobacco, 
manioc, bananas and corn, which were grown in all 


Brazilian states, although in greatly varying amounts. 


Only three Brazilian states grew wheat in any quan- 
tity. They were Parana, Santa Catarina and Rio 
Grande do Sul. These same states were the only ones 
growing rye, barley and oats. Only two states, Bahia 
and Sao Paulo, grow Indian tea. 





“BALLOONIST FROM BRAZIL" 


Balloonist from Brazil, by Laura Antoi- 
nette Stevers. Beckley-Cardy Co., Chicago. 
$1.00. 


This “true story of Alberto Santos-Dumont, 
daring Brazilian who was determined to fly 
during an age when men had only ladders to 
lift themselves off the ground” is primarily 
for children, but grown-ups will enjoy reading 
about this epic-maker still too litthke known in 
this country. 

*Balloonist from Brazil” tells how Santos- 
Dumont built a practical dirigible and became 
the hero of his day. Described in the book are 
his first airplane flight in Europe, three years 
after the Wright Brothers, and his dirigible 
flight around the Eiffel Tower. 


The language is simple enough for children 
from the fifth to the eighth grades. 
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@ BRAZIL LOSES 48,700,000 DOLLARS IN FIVE-MONTHS' TRADE 


Brazil-U. S. trade figures for the first five months 
of 1948 show a loss for Brazil averaging nearly ten 
million dollars a month for a total unfavorable 
trade balance during that period of 48,700,000 
dollars. 

Figures were still not available for the month of 
June, which was expected to indicate the degree of 
effectiveness of Brazil’s new trade control laws, de- 
signed to stop the dollar drain. 

These laws went into effect last May 7, precipitating 
a flood of last-minute Brazilian buying which was be- 
lieved to have heavily influenced the unfavorable 
balance shown in January-May trade between the two 
countries. 


Some Improvement 


Even without the laws, however, Brazil had some- 
what improved her trade position with the United 
States over last year, when her monthly losses aver- 
aged 17,000,000 dollars, for a 1947 total of 197,000,000, 
the highest in history. 

Brazil’s total sales to the United States during 
the first five months of 1948 amounted to 194,- 
700,000 dollars or around 38,940,000 a month 
on an average, a slight improvement over last 
year’s average sales of 37,200,000 dollars a month. 

Her purchases from the United States during the 


January-May period, however, amounted to a total of 
243,400,000 dollars, or about 48,680,000 a month, a 
drop from last year’s average purchases of around 
53,500,000 dollars monthly. 


Brazil Buys Less 


The slight decline in Brazil’s deficit so far this year, 
from around 17,000,000 dollars a month in 1947 to less 
than 10,000,000 a month this year, came almost en- 
tirely as a result of decreased Brazilian purchases 
rather than increased sales to the United States. 

This tendency of declining Brazilian purchases 
was expected to continue for the greater part of 
1948 unless other means of obtaining dollar ex- 
change, such as Marshall Plan purchases or a sud- 
den flurry of U. S. buying in Brazil, came along 
to change the picture. 

Indications that the unfavorable balance in trade 
between the two countries was gradually beginning to 
clear up were seen, however, in Brazil’s improved posi- 
tion in May in comparison with March and April. 

In March, 1948, Brazil’s trade losses amounted to 
22,400,000 dollars; in April, they were still at 15,300,- 
000; but by May, with the trade-control laws in effect 
for three-fourths of the month, Brazil’s trade loss 
dropped to 7,000,000 dollars, most of it piled up in the 
first week. 


@ BANK OF BRAZIL ISSUES REPORT; SHOWS INCREASE IN LOANS 


The yearly report of the Bank of Brazil, released 
May I and received recently by the Brazilian Gov- 
ernment Trade Bureau states that there are signs 
of economic recovery in Brazil, with national pro- 
duction near its peak. 

Following a policy of “selective restriction of credit.” 
the Bank of Brazil made advances to agriculture, in- 
dustry and commerce in 1947 totalling 9,123 million 
cruzeiros, compared with 8,488 million in 1946 and 
7,518 millions in 1945. 


Less to Farmers 


Loans extended to agriculture, forestry and mining. 
however, were nine percent lower in 1947 than in 1946, 
while loans to manufacturing industry were 20 percent 
higher. 

Commerce obtained loans from the Bank for a total 
15 percent higher than in 1946, while construction, 
with a 36 percent jump, contrasted with loans to trans- 
port, which decreased by 26 percent. 

Biggest relative increase in the amount of loans 
obtained was listed under the classification of “‘pri- 
vate parties,” who got 81 percent more in 1947 
than they did in 1946. 

In amounts loaned, agriculture, forestry and mining 
continued to lead with a total of 4,316 million cru- 
zeiros, followed by manufacturing, 1,873 millions; com- 
merce, 1,872 millions; private parties, 1,048 millions; 


transport, 213 millions, and construction, 195 million 
cruzeiros. 

Total of deposits averaged 18,266 million cruzeiros 
in 1947, about four percent above 1946. Net profits of 
the Bank of Brazil last year were 80,437,000 cruzeiros, 
a drop from 121,775,000 in 1946, although the dividend 
was raised to 20 percent from 15. 

Amounts owed to the Bank of Brazil by the National 
Treasury were sharply cut during 1947 from 2,734 
million cruzeiros to 397 million, although state and 
municipal indebtedness to the Bank rose slightly to 
1.199 million cruzeiros. 





MORE COAL CONSUMED 


Use of coal, one of the keys to industrial 
production, has increased by more than one 
million tons in Brazil during the past ten 
years, according to official statistics. 

In 1938, Brazil consumed 2,483,190 metric 
tons of coal, while in 1947 the amount had 
risen to 3,568,609. Biggest users were the rail- 
ways, steamship lines, and industry in general. 

Domestic coal made up about 56 percent of 
the total consumed in Brazil, with imports 
amounting to 1,572,731 tons. This indicated 
a decrease of about eight percent in the rela- 
tive amount of domestic coal consumed. 
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Other revenues 
Extra revenues 


Ministries: 


Judicial Power 


Import Duties 
Excise Tax 
Income Tax 
Stamp Tax 
Other revenue 


Congress 


Judicature 


MINISTRIES: 
War 


Navy 
Aeronautics 
Justice 





Agriculture 
Labor 


Tributary revenues 
Patrimonial revenues 
Industrial revenues 


Totat ReEceErPts 


Congress, Councils, ete.............. Crs 
I Siding oun a 4a hin ails Camels 


Tora, MILITARY 
Agricultural Ministry 
Education and Health Ministry...... 1,.725.338,000 
Finance Ministry 
Ministry of Justice and Interior. ..... 
Foreign Ministry 
Ministry of Labor, Industry and 


Tora. EXPENDITURES ........... Cr$17.440,130,500 


Accounts Tribunal 
os ak a ea bbe ed eee h ae deb esannndkaekae 
Administrative Department of Public Services 
Py (Vtiskedak hie ak ate ikke aaedsh eho eesdneteade caneernnehis 


Finance ... 


Transport .. 
Education and 
Foreign Affairs 


1949 1948 
eee eee. Cr$14,180.424.000 Cr$12.228,226,000 
ee ere rine 259,450,000 120,000,000 


622,727,000 
942,521,000 
$46,228,000 





4 ak ac tte dt vecelg Cr$17.451,150,000 


EXPENDITURES 
318,894,000 Crs 


1,392,165,000 
2,685,587 000 
1,528,491.500 


Cr& 5.406.243.000 
910,105,000 


MINISTRIES... . 

cE ea Aen Crs 

3.369.303.0000 
921,044,000 
152.138.000 


140,789,000 





Cr$14.597.320,000 


C18 4,.906,042,000 
795,575,000 
1.597,217,500 
2.779,825,500 
749,886,000 
125,585,000 


578,632,000 
990,861,000 
679,601,000 


271,840,000 


1,.298,109,000 
2.452.509,000 
1,155,424,000 


POO eee ee 728.992.0000 446,495 000 
Transport and Public Works........ 2,667 284,000 2.840,041,000 
CEN eddie Seca 1.100,000,000 _ 


83,534,000 








Budget Surplus Registered for January-February, 1948 
For the first two months of 1948, Brazilian government revenues exceeded expenditures by 668,671,000 
cruzeiros, as shown in the following table: 


REVENUE 


SHSHSCHSHOSCSSSSHSSSOSCSCSSCESCHSSCESESHHECHECOHREOCASHSSCCHEECHOCR EES 


Cr$14.596,041,000 


+ or — 
in 1949 
+ 16.3 
+-116.2 
7.6 
55.6 
24.5 





19.5 


17.3 


72 
9.5 
15.0 





10.2 
14.4 

8.2 

21.2 
22.8 
21.1 

+ 63.5 
— 6.1 


68.4 





19.5 


Cr$275,804,000 


607,092,000 
293,325,000 
186,608,000 


286,150,000 


BRAZIL’S PROPOSED 1949 BUDGET SHOWN; REVENUE MOUNTS 


Proposed Brazilian Federal Budget for 1949 in comparison with the Budget sanctioned for 1948: 


% on Totals 


1949 


81.3 
15 
3.6 
8.8 
4.8 


100.0 


4.2 
15.3 
6.3 
0.8 


100.0 


1948 


83.8 
0.8 
4.0 
6.8 
4.6 


—_ 


100.0 


18 


8.9 
10.8 
79 
33.6 
55 
10.9 
19.0 
5.1 
0.9 


3.1 
19.5 


0.6 


100.0 


Cr$1,648,959,000 
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217,614,000 
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87,266,000 
67,003,000 
66,053,000 
46,914,000 


34,464,000 
24,745,000 


3,371,000 


Cr$ 


55,912,000 


924,376,000 





Cr8 980,288,000 
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@ VEHICLE IMPORTS DOUBLED BY BRAZIL IN JANUARY-MARCH 1948 


Brazil imported motor vehicles for a value of 
1,225,297,000 cruzeiros during the first quarter 
of 1948, about double the amount imported dur- 
ing the same period last year, according to the 
newspaper Folha da Manha of Sao Paulo. 

Included in the total, however, were accessories, 
bicycles and railway cars and accessories. Imports of 
passenger cars alone were valued at 463,649,000 cru- 
zeiros, With the number imported calculated at 12,420. 

Passenger car imports in the first quarter of 1947, 
according to the paper, amounted to 5,196 valued at 

36,583,000 cruzeiros, indicating a rise in prices as well 
as numbers. 

Imports of trucks, busses and ambulances likewise 


nearly doubled, with the cost of such imports amount- 
ing to 113,935,000 cruzeiros in January-March, 1948, 
compared to 74,174,000 in the like period last year. 

Tires and tubes worth more than 12,000,000 
cruzeiros were imported in January-March, an in- 
crease of more than one-third over 1947 despite 
Brazil’s growing domestic tire industry, and pri- 
marily due to increased automobile imports. 

Biggest jump in imports, however, occurred in the 
“embarcations” classification, which apparently in- 
cluded merchant vessels. Such imports rose from a 
value of 1,388,000 cruzeiros in the first quarter of 1947 
to 206,234,000 in January-March, 1948. 


@ MENTHOL PRODUCED BY 50 BRAZILIAN PROCESSING PLANTS 


Brazil has fifty menthol-processing plants, most 
of them in the southern state of Sao Paulo, accord- 
ing to Folha da Manha, newspaper of Sao Paulo 
City, and all of them established since the outbreak 
of World War II. 

Brazil’s production of menthol for export alone 
amounted to 750 tons in 1947, according to the paper. 
in addition to a considerable production of dementho- 
lated and redistilled oil obtained from the uncrystal- 
lized residue. 

Some Uncertainty 
The industry, however, is in a state of uncertainty 


as a result of the great decline in purchases of menthol 
by the United States, which had been the main war- 


time buyer after hostilities cut off Japan as the prin- 
cipal source. 

Solution to the problem is being sought through 
new markets, many of which have already been found. 
Principal new buyers include Britain, Sweden, Aus- 
tralia and India. 


Brazil in to Stay 


The paper declared that despite present difficulties 
“Brazil should be definitely considered as one of the 
principal world producers of menthol.” 

Brazil’s production, which in 1944 hit an all-time 
high of 1,200 tons of menthol and useable residue, had 
declined by 1946 to 450 tons, with last year’s increase 
reflecting the discovery of new markets. 


@ RUBBER YIELD RISES TO MEET BRAZIL'S HOME DEMAND 


Brazil’s rubber output last year amounted to 
32,931 metric tons, according to the report of the 
Credit Bank for Rubber released early last month. 

This production was valued at 514,594,000 cruzeiros, 
compared to 485,463,000 cruzeiros in 1946, when total 
rubber output was 30,073 metric tons. 

Accompanying Brazil’s increasing output, however, 
was a marked decline in foreign demand for Brazilian 
rubber, with exports dropping to 9,434 tons last year 
compared to nearly 16,000 in 1944. 


Uses It At Home 


The difference was more than made up by Brazil’s 
increasing use of rubber in her domestic industry, with 
amounts used rising from 7,200 tons in 1944 to 17,222 
tons in 1947, 

Brazil’s rubber industry, largely located in the 
state of Sao Paulo, is already turning out sufficient 
goods to meet the greater part of domestic demand, 
with quality of such products as tires and tubes 
considered better than those of U. S. make. 

Increased rubber production last year came as a 
surprise to most observers, who had expected a con- 
tinuation of the slow decline shown in 1946, when out- 
put decreased to 30,073 tons from 30,593 in 1945. 


Increase Absorbed 

The 1947 increase, however, was directly absorbed 
into the Brazilian rubber industry, which used about 
2,150 additional tons of raw rubber in 1947 above its 
1946 consumption of 15,086 tons. 

The growing tendency toward domestic use of 
rubber was welcomed by Brazilian planters, who previ- 
ously were in great part dependent on the wide fluctu- 
ations in foreign markets. Domestic market prices are 
backed and _ stabilized by the government at the 
highest possible economic level. 





FEWER RUBBER EXPORTS 

Brazil’s rubber exports declined last year 
compared to 1946, according to the statistical 
service of the Ministry of the Treasury. Ex- 
ports last year totaled 14,510 tons worth 204,- 
221,000 cruzeiros, compared with 18,159 
tons worth 267,767,000 cruzeiros in 1946. 

Rubber classified as “fina” led in these ex- 
ports, with 5,754 tons sold abroad. Exports 
of rubber goods were not included in the 
Ministry’s analysis. 
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ITEMS OF GENERAL INTEREST 


Plan Better Wines 


Brazil’s Ministry of Agriculture has imported 
new varieties of grapevines from France in an ef- 
fort to improve Brazil's wine production. Included 
in the shipment were 170 strains to be tried out 
in the states of Minas Gerais, Parana, Santa Cata- 
rina and Rio Grande do Sul. 


* + * 


Barter Exchange Proposed 


Hungary has offered to furnish Brazil with cement, 
chemicals and farm machinery in return for cotton, 
according to the newspaper A Noite of Rio. Value of 
the deal would be around 50,000,000 dollars, it was 
said. 


. . * 


Less SGo Paulo Cotton 


Sao Paulo’s 1947-48 cotton crop is now reck- 
ened at about 698,000 bales of 500 pounds, a 
drop of some 60,000 bales below the estimate made 
in April. Sao Paulo cotton-growing land for the 
season was about 2,100,000 acres. 


. + * 


Abbink Heads Mission 


John Abbink, chairman of McGraw-Hill Interna- 
tional Corporation, has been named to represent the 
U.S. in the joint Brazil-U. S..commission which will 
soon begin studying Brazil’s economic needs, including 
oil, transport, power, wheat-growing and _ health. 
Named as one member of the Brazilian side is indus- 
trialist Joao Daudt d’Oliveira. 


* * * 


More Cattle for Beef 


Some 30,000 more cattle were slaughtered for 
beef and jerked beef in Rio Grande do Sul this 
season than last, according to the Meat Institute 
of that State, whose representative predicted that 
meat supplies would be more plentiful as a result. 
He urged, however, that new price levels be set 
to encourage cattlemen. 


* . * 


Buy 250 Farm Jeeps 
The Rural Federation, grouping large farmers in Sao 
Paulo State, has ordered 250 jeeps for use on farms 
from the United States. Credit for purchase of the 
jeeps was obtained through the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture. Delivery is expected by about August 2. 


*” * * 


48,000,000 in 1947 
Brazil's 1947 population was officially estimated at 
48,000,000 by the National Census Service. Most 
populous state was Sao Paulo with 8,865,359 inhabi- 
tants, followed by Minas Gerais with 7,838,139. Third 
was Bahia with 4,558,933 inhabitants. 


Nut Crop Smaller 

Brazil’s Amazon area will harvest only about 
half as many Brazil nuts this year as last, accord- 
ing to present estimates. The crop was reckoned 
at about 15,000 tons. Some 1,742 metric tons of 
unshelled Brazil nuts were exported in January- 
April, 1948, and about 572 tons of shelled nuts, 
Total exports last year were 20,954 metric tons, 


mostly to the United States. 
* . * 


Garlic vs. Amoebas 
Use of garlic to fight amoebic dysentery, scourge of 
the tropics, is being tried out in Brazil. As large quan- 
tities of garlic will be required for extraction of the 
active principle used, interest in growing the leek is 
spreading among Brazilian farmers. 





CRUZEIRO VALUE SET 


Through agreement with the International 
Monetary Fund, the government of Brazil has 
established the initial par value of the cruzeiro 
at 18.50 to one U. S. dollar. Parities for the 
eruzeiro in terms of gold and in terms of 
U.S. dollars are: .0480363 grams of fine gold 
per cruzeiro; 647.5 cruzeiros per troy ounce 
of fine gold; 18.50 cruzeiros per U. S. dollar: 
and 5.40541 U. S. cents per cruzeiro. 











Drug Imports Increase 

Brazil imports of drugs, medicines and the like rose 
during the first quarter of 1948 compared to the same 
period of 1947. Injections increased to 19,067,776 
grams from 8,849,327 in 1947 and pharmaceuticals 
went up to 307 tons from 278. Imports of penicillin, 
however, dropped from 149,503 to 81,365 grams in the 
first quarter of 1948. 

* + * 


33 Kinds of Oil 

Brazil grows 33 kinds of vegetable oil, with cotton- 
seed, castor and oiticica oils leading. Of the total, 29 
percent is cotton-seed oil, 12 percent oiticica and 10 
percent castor-seed. Rosewood oil is about 9 percent. 
followed by babacu and linseed oil. Cocoa butter, 
sometimes included, amounts to about 7 percent. 

* * * 


Immediate Exchange Allowed 
Immediate exchange will be allowed by the 
Bank of Brazil for payments of imports of trucks, 
coal, streptomycine, wheat flour, tinplate, gasoline, 
fuel oils and lubricants, newsprint, penicillin. 


petroleum and wheat. 
* * * 


Wins Book Prize 


Brazilian author Adolfo Morales de los Rios was 
awarded the “Joaquim Nabuco” literary prize for his 
history entitled “Rio de Janeiro Imperial.” 
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TRADE OPPORTUNITIES 






The Brazilian Government Trade Bureau has received the following inquiries from businessmen in Brazil, 
who desire to export or import the products listed below. These inquiries are published as received and 


= no representation is made as to standings of listed firms. We suggest that the parties interested write 


directly to these firms, via airmail, as well as to this office, at 551 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 





Brazilian Firms Wanting to 
Export to the U. S. 











Castor Beans and Babassé—Lourdes dos Santos, 
Caixa Postal 62, Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais 


Brazil. 


Castor Beans—Nelson Dourado & Irmaos, Caixa 
Postal 16, Jacobina, Bahia, Brazil. Cable ad- 
dress: ‘'NELDO." 


Hides and Skins; Wool—Nicerato Arevalo A\- 
berro, Rua 24 de Maio, esq. General Camara 
Livramento, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. Cable 
address: ‘TORACENI.' 


Hides and Skins—Thomaz Jorge C. Cano, Caixa 
Postal 61, Livramento, Rio Grande do Sul, 
Brazil. Cable address: "CANO." 


Hides and Skins—Commercia! de Couros e Pelles 
Ltda., Caixa Postal 224, Salvador, Bahia, Brazil. 
Cable address: ‘'“COPELITADA. 


Hides and Skins (especially wild-animal, snake, 
reptiles, as well as cattle hides); Rosewood Es- 
sence—J. Meirelles, Exportagao, Caixa Postal 
5230, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Cable address: 
“UXIRANA.” 


Minerals and Ores; Brazilian Raw Products — 
Organisagao Comercial Panamerica, Caixa 
Postal 280, Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais, Brazil. 
Cable address: ''PANAMERICA."' 


Oils; Nuts; Fibres; Medicinal Herbs; Sugar; 
Wool; Tonka Beans; Balata; Manioc Meal; 
Casings; Fruits; Kapok; Copra; Honey; Rose- 
wood Essence; Vanilla Beans; Brazil Nuts; 
Cashew Nuts; Castor Beans; Corn; Horsehair; 
Monazite Sand; Ouricuri and Carnatba Waxes 
—Brasileiro, Filho & Cia., Caixa Postal 939, 
Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil. Cable address: 


“BRASILNORTE."’ 





Shark Skins and Shark Liver Oil—B. Marinho & 
Cia., Caixa Postal 185, Belem, Paré, Brazil. 
Cable address: 'ONIRAM." 


Araroba (plant from which Chrysarobine is ex- 
tracted)—Francisco Marotta, Caixa Postal 325, 
Salvador, Bahia, Brazil. Cable address: ''MA- 
ROTTA." 


Brazilian Heavy Woods (logs}—José Nalin & Cia., 
Rua do Comércio 416, Vitoria, Espirito Santo, 
Brazil. Cable address: ''NALIN." 


BabassG; Carnadba Wax; Tucum Nuts; Jaborandi 
Leaves—José de Castro Pacheco, Caixa Postal 


3, Parnaiba, Piaui, Brazil. 


Cotton; Sisal Fibre; Castor Beans and Castor Oil; 
Vegetable Oils; Ucuuba Fat; Rice—Amaury M. 
Albuquerque, Caixa Postal 1887, Rio de 
Janiero, Brazil. Cable address: '“AMORY." 


Leather Manufactured Products; Football Shoes; 
"Natal"'-boots; Suitcases; Bags, etc.—Servulo 
Pereira, Caixa Postal 229, Natal, Rio Grande 
do Norte, Brazil. Cable address: ''Boddo.' 





Brazilian Firms Wanting to 
Import from U. S. 





Instruments, Parts and Accessories for Aviation— 
J. A. Ody, Avenida Alberto Bins 318 Salas 14- 
15, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. 
Cable address: '“ODY."' 


Clasps; Gold-plated Collar Buttons; Gold-plated 
Wedding Rings; White Metal (Alpaca) Neck- 
laces and Chains—Companhia Panorbe de In- 
tercambio, Caixa Postal 589, Belo Horizonte, 
Minas Gerais, Brazil. Cable address: ''PA- 
NORBE."’ 


Machinery for the Manufacturing of Absorbent 
Cotton — Antonio Frota Mello, Rua Major 


Facundo 833, Fortaleza, Ceara, Brazil. 





TRADE OPPORTUNITIES 








Shuttles; Spindles; Card Clothing; Sizing Flannel; 
Clear Cloth; Roller Cloth; Blankets; Pelluche 
(green); Spools; Bobbins for Northrop Looms— 
Importadora Christovao Guimaraes S.A., Rua 


|° de Margo 119, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 


Music Sheets; Musical Instruments and Acces- 
sories—Gumercindo Saraiva, Caixa Postal | 72, 
Natal, Rio Grande do Norte, Brazil. Cable ad- 
dress: “SARAIVA.' 


Household Appliances; Small Motors for Refrig- 
erators—Emilio Lang Junior, Rua Sebastiao 
Pereira 229, So Paulo, Brazil. 


Machinery for Sugar Refinery (Complete plant}— 
Arary S. Muricy, Rua de Santa Tereza 2, | 


andar, Salvador, Bahia, Brazil. 





Brazilian Offers to 
Represent U. S. Firms 








Caustic Soda; Lead; Tin Plates; Home Machines; 
Washing Machines; Pressing Machines; Insect 
Killers—Carlos Leuzinger, Rua do Carmo 6, 


8° andar, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 


Farm Machinery; Agricultural Implements; Tools; 
Sprayers (to kill ants)—Gazola & Cia. Ltda., 
Rua do Nuncio 20, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Cable 
address: “GAZOLA". (Mr. John M. D’Agos- 
tinho, partner of the above concern is now in 
the United States and may be reached at 216! 
32nd Street, Astoria 5, Long Island, New York. 
Telephone RAvenswood 6-7636). 


Glass for Manufacture of Optical Apparatus; 
Chemical and Pharmaceutical Products. — R. 
Lemos, Silva Ltda., Avenida Nilo Peganha 12, 
Sala 809, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. (References 
may be obtained through Dun & Bradstreet, 
inc., New York City, N. Y.). 


Fruits.—Cavir Ltda., Caixa Postal 873, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. Cable address: ""CAVIRPAN"”. 


Household Appliances; (Mixers, toasters, squeez- 
ers, etc.); Small Motors for Refrigerators. — 
Emilio Lang Junior, Rua Sebastido Pereira 229, 


Sao Paulo, Brazil. 


CONTINUED 








Pharmaceuticals and Perfumery.—Bessa, Santos 
& Cunha Ltda., Rua Governador Sampaio 585, 


Fortaleza, Cearé, Brazil. 


Machines and Industrial Apparatus.—J. Washing- 
ton T. de Mendonga, Rua |° de Marco 76, 
1° andar, Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil. Cable 
address: "WISDOM". 


Textiles—Deusdedit Assis Mello, Rua Serapiao 
de Aguiar 18, Proprié, Sergipe, Brazil. Cable 
address: ""ARCELO". 


Foodstuffs; Hardware; Chemical Products.—An- 
tonio F. Cruz, Caixa Postal 1062, Salvador, 
Bahia, Brazil. Cable address: "PORTO". 


Wire; Steel Products; Hardware; Household Ap- 
pliances.—Ernesto F. Naschold, Caixa Postal 
1160, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. 
Cable address: ''NASCHOLD". 


Machinery and Industrial Apparatus.—Represen- 
tacdes e Importagdes ‘Wébeto'’, Caixa Postal! 
604, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. 
Cable address: ""REPREWOBETO". 





Miscellaneous Offers: 








Motion Pictures Distribution and Actors Ex- 
change:—The Brazilian firm ‘Sociedade Mer- 
cantil ‘Cinarte’ Ltda.'', wishes to contact 
American Motion Pictures Distributors for dis- 
tribution of Brazilian and Portuguese Pictures 
in the United States. This firm also would like 
to hold distribution of American films in Brazil, 
and exchange singers, dancers, and other kind 
of entertainers. Letters should be addressed to 
the above company at: Caixa Postal 3251, Rio 


de Janeiro, Brazil. 


Position Wanted: Experienced man, Aged 41. 
Many years in Brazil and Ecuador. Fluent Portu- 
guese, Spanish and French. Trained accountant 
with executive and sales experience in South 
America, seeks position of responsibility with 
American firm, home or overseas, Brazil pre- 
ferred. Write to V. W. M., c/o Brazilian Gov- 
ernment Trade Bureau, 551 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 17, N.Y. 
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